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More than just a graphical front- 
end to UNIX, X.desktop is a totally 
customizable graphical user 
environment that enables you to 
configure a working environment to 
precisely match your needs. 

X.desktop makes running 
software and managing information 
in a sophisticated “Open Systems” 
environment incredibly easy. By 
providing a familiar graphical 
workspace, X.desktop has helped 
thousands of users make their first 
steps into UNIX computing. It is 
revolutionizing the way users work - 
making computing more efficient, 
more productive and more enjoyable. 


If you need to deliver UNIX based 
solutions but prefer not to teach your 
users about UNIX, or if you want to 
migrate existing users to more powerful 
networked GUI software, X.desktop is 
for you. 

X.desktop 2 has become the de-facto 
standard graphical desktop for X. 
X.desktop 3 provides the ultimate in 
flexibility and functionality, together 
with full object management facilities, 
leading-edge performance and ease-of- 
use. 

Using X.desktop 

Log on to your system and X.desktop 
displays a clear, uncluttered desktop 
window. All the files and programs you 
need appear as instantly recognizable 
icons. Using intuitive mouse-driven 
operations, you run programs and 
organize your working environment 
quickly and efficiently without needing to 
know any UNIX commands or remember 
filenames. 

Use X.desktop’s fast and intuitive 
directory browsing facilities to find and 
access any data in your filing system. You 
can copy, move, or rename files in a flash 
with a simple mouse operation. 


Icons can be placed anywhere on the 
“desktop”, just like objects on a real desk; 
your chosen layout might, for example, 
represent task priority. If you need a new 
program or utility, click open the “Supply 
Cabinet” showing the tools available to you 
and bring onto the desktop those you need. 
Now they are easily accessible and for your 
convenience, X.desktop remembers their 
positions and restores the desktop layout the 
next time you log in. 

Every user benefits from quick access 
and error free handling of their files and 
programs. The direct visual approach builds 
confidence whilst the intuitive operations 
gets new users up to speed fast. Users can 
identify file types, directories and 
applications at a glance and design their 
own icons for specific files or file types if 
they prefer. 

X.desktop 
can change to 
reflect the way 
you work. 

You can 
configure every 
element of the 
appearance or 
user interface 
behavior - you 
can even re¬ 
define the 
menus and 
messages in 
X.desktop to 
perfectly suit your needs, or to emulate 
other systems such as Microsoft 
Windows 3. 

If you know UNIX, you can gain all 
the benefits of X.desktop’s superb working 
environment plus access to the full range of 
UNIX facilities whenever you want it. 
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The point-and-click X.desktop interface 
greatly simplifies user interaction. 



General help 
File help 




Intuitive Drag-and-Drop 

Simply double click on an application 
icon to start the application running. 

Double click on a file icon and X.desktop 
automatically runs the right software 
package - wherever it is on your network. 

Even more powerful is X.desktop’s 
intuitive “drag-and-drop” facility. To print 
a file, click on it with the mouse, drag the 
icon to the printer and release the mouse 
button. What could be easier? To access a 
different printer, just drag the file to another 
printer icon. 

Once you’ve learnt drag-and-drop, any 
task is easy to handle: 

To edit a file, drag it to the 
editor you want to use and 
X.desktop automatically starts 
that editor, allowing you to 
over-ride the program associated 
with the file if you want. 


Edit help 
View help 

Options help 


Back-up your files by selecting 
a group of files with the mouse 
and dragging them to the floppy 
disc or tape icon - no need to 
learn device names or 
understand command syntax. 

Delete files by dragging them to 
the trash can - open the trash can 
to see what’s there and recover 



The power of the drag-and-drop 
metaphor is limitless because you can add 
or remove utilities whenever you want 
without re-configuration of the system. You 
can even use your existing shell scripts to 
perform advanced functions without 
modification. Its unique drag-and-drop 
power is just one of the reasons why 
X.desktop has become so popular. 

for being easy September 1921 . 


Total Configurability 

Ease of use in the real world means an 
interface which matches users’ experiences 
and expectations. To satisfy a wide range 
of users, X.desktop was designed to offer 
unparalleled configurability and 
adaptability. 

Every aspect of X.desktop’s behavior 
and capabilities including its supporting 
utilities is controlled through X.desktop 
“rule files”. These rule files can be 
established on a per-system, per-task, per- 
language, or per-user basis. X.desktop 
includes all the files, utilities and 
documentation you need to build 
customized environments for your end- 
users. 

Rules can be added to give X.desktop 
extra information about user experience 
levels or preferences and to create new 
objects or object families with special 
behavior. You can add dialog boxes, alert 
boxes and further integration with the 
desktop using X.desktop’s powerful mfyi, 
mfni, mgti and tellxdt utilities. 

With X.desktop, you can define icon 
appearance and title - even making some 
objects invisible to some users. For 
example, you might want to hide functions 
that are confusing for a newcomer to UNIX. 
You might want to hide all the dot files in 
the UNIX filing system, or configure the 
menus to remove the UNIX shell option. 

X.desktop includes a library of 
hundreds of icons in different sizes to suit 
different screen resolutions, and because 
X.desktop can use any X bitmap as an icon 
picture, you have access to thousands of 
public domain icons to help you customize 
your environment. 

Create multiple desktops or “rooms” 
for different activities and switch between 
them at the press of a mouse button. Each 
desktop layout and its associated behavior is 
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stored as an environment object. A scientist 
might have a data analysis desktop 
containing experimental results and 
statistical packages and keep this separate 
from the correspondence desktop - a 
platform for writing up results and 
producing reports and papers. 

X.desktop allows you to set up special 
directory characteristics. Create an 
“archive” directory where any data file 
dropped into it is automatically compressed 
and the icon changes appearance. Double 
clicking on the archived file restores it 
automatically. 


Built on Standards 

X.desktop conforms to all relevant 
standards, bringing the usability, 
interoperability, and performance 
benefits of Open Systems to users and 
developers alike. 

X/Open CAE branded 

OSF/Motif compliant 

Built on genuine OSF/Motif toolkit 

Uses XI1R4 Xt intrinsics (FIPS 

compliant) 

X Window System and ICCCM 
compliant 

X/Open NLS compliant 

The Open Systems Solution 

If you are helping your company move to 
distributed Open Systems, you will find 
X.desktop is ideal for providing a 
consistent front-end to your users around 
the corporate network. 

X.desktop makes different computer 
systems look and behave the same. You can 
easily access files located around the 
network as if they were on your own 
computer. Use non-UNIX objects such as 
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DOS files and programs accessible through 
DOS emulation software and manipulate 
these as if they were running locally. 

What’s more, you can easily move 
customized X.desktop rule files from one 
machine to other platforms on the network 
with no extra work. For instance, a system 
administrator working in financial services 
would want to set up a dealing room 
desktop on one platform and move it to 
other systems around the organisation. 

Naturally, X.desktop is available on all 
major UNIX platforms either as part of the 
vendor’s user interface or available through 
distributors. Launched in 1988, X.desktop 
was the first desktop manager for UNIX 
computers and has evolved to include state 
of the art user interface technology, 
establishing a position as the premier 
product for both users and system 
integrators. 

Object Oriented Technology 

Users who demand maximum power and 
flexibility from their computer systems 
find that an object oriented approach 
helps them manipulate information 
easily. X.desktop contains advanced 
object management facilities, setting the 
standards for tomorrow’s user interfaces. 

X.desktop links applications with data 
objects in the UNIX filing system. For 
example, any data file in the “reports” 
directory could automatically run with your 
favorite word processor when it is activated 
by the mouse. This same object could 
recognize a middle button click and bring 
up a menu giving other options specific to 
that object. 

You can also ensure that object 
interactions are managed automatically by 
the desktop. If you drop a text file on a 
postscript printer, X.desktop can 



With X.desktop, you can produce new 
objects from your applications and deliver 
them to the desktop together with their 
behavior. For example, you might want to 
place a set of system names on the desktop. 
Clicking on the name might log you in, 
dropping the name on a tape drive might 
back up the specified system. 
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X.desktop.3 


IXI presents X.desktop 3, setting new 
standards for ease of use, performance 
and object management functionality. 
Fully compatible with the installed base 
of X.desktop 2 rules, icons, and user 
skills, this third generation graphical user 
environment maintains X.desktop’s ease 
of use whilst enhancing the product’s 
functionality and scope to meet user 
needs in the 1990s. 


Incorporates an open, drag and drop 
protocol so third party software vendors 
can build seamless working 
environments. Data in the form of 
objects can now be exchanged between 
the desktop and running applications. 

More “out-of-the-box” functionality. 
Includes pre-configured environments 
for different skill and experience levels. 
These include novice and seasoned 
UNIX user’s desktops and a System 
Administrator’s desktop. 
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Multi-colored, shaped and animated 
icons in PBM2 or XBM format. 

Directory viewing options now include 
“long view” and “tree view”. 



Configurable pull-down menus on 
directory and desktop windows. 

Multiple concurrent desktops and 
facilities for object grouping. 

Extended object attributes and named 
object methods. 

“Rubber-band” icon selection allows 
faster manipulation of groups of objects. 
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Context sensitive help is always at hand 
with X.desktop’s hypertext-based, on¬ 
line help system - X.deskhelp*. 
X.deskhelp features in-text buttons, 
cross document links and graphics. 
X.deskhelp is extensible and can be 
easily programmed to include help text 
for other X applications. 

X.desktop 3 includes 
a powerful 
interactive control 
panel. Visual 
options used in 
X.desktop such as 
colors, icon size, 
fonts and mouse 
trigger mappings can 
be dynamically 
modified by the user. 

X.desktop 3 includes 
a sophisticated icon 
editor for designing 
icons of any size or 
shape. You can 
design new icons 
with any number of 
colors, subject to 
hardware limitations. 

Imported icons from 
Microsoft Windows 

3, .TIF or .GIF files 
to extend your 
library. 

X.desktop 3.0 offers 
exceptional 
performance - 
running with Motif 
1.1 and XI1 Release 

4, it takes full 
advantage of shared 
libraries. 

Directory information can be “cached” 
so directory responsiveness is ultra fast. 

Unique “dynamic-update-button” for 
multi-user systems 

* X.deskhelp is not available on all systems 
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X.desktop Availability 

Naturally. X.desktop is available on all the major 
UNIX platforms. On many systems it is included 
as part of the vendor’s user interface. On others, it 
is available through distributors, system 
integrators, or direct from IXI. 

X.desktop 2.0 includes the X.desktop 
software, standard desktop configuration, desktop 
configuration guide and tools, user guide, and icon 
libraries for small and large screens. 

X.desktop 3.0 adds new X.desktop software, a 
library of tailored user environments, graphical 
control panel, color icon editor, library of pre¬ 
designed objects and enhanced documentation. 

X.desktop is supplied in 
single user starter/evaluation 
packs containing media, 
complete documentation, and 
with 90 days free support. 
Packs for further users, site 
licensing, and comprehensive 
support and training are also 
available. 

X.desktop is bundled with: 

IBM AlXwindows 
SCO Open Desktop 
NCR Windows for UNIX 
Unisys Primary Graphical 
Environment 
Uniplex Windows 

Sun 3, Sun 4, SPARCStation 
SPARC compatibles (e.g. Solbourne) 
DEC Ultrix and OSF/1 workstations 
HP9000/300 & 400 and 700 & 800 series 
MIPS RISC windows 
Interactive UNIX for Intel-based PCs 
Data General A ViiON & Apollo 
Sequent, Pyramid and Amdahl 
systems 



Multiple Languages 

X.desktop ships with support for multiple native 
languages as standard, using X/Open NLS. 
Supplementary documentation for the different 
languages is available. X.desktop is now shipping 
in German, French, Spanish, Italian and (16 bit 
Kanji) Japanese versions. 

About IXI 

IXI is a leading developer of X Window System 
based products and services which help users 
exploit the power of their UNIX based systems. 
X.desktop and Deskterm are the company’s main 
products. X.desktop was introduced in June 1988 
and is now in its third major release. 

Deskterm is the ideal tool for software 
developers who want to move existing character- 
based applications over to the graphical world of X 
and OSF/Motif. Since its launch in May 1990, 
Deskterm has received widespread acclaim 
including the accolade of UnixWorld’s 
“Product of the Year 1990”. 

IXI Training Division’s X and OSF/Motif 
Programmers Workshops have proved very 
popular in Europe, the USA and Australia 
and IXI’s OSF/ Motif Development 
Kit for Sun satisfies the need for 
the Motif development tools on 
a platform where the vendor 
does not support Motif. 




d has 

global presence in worldwide markets. A private 
company, headquartered in the Eui 
Community, IXI’s financial backers include 
Tomen Electronics Corporation,Save Rcessler 
Bank AG, Sumit Technology Fund, and Provident. 
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X.desktop, Deskterm, IXI and the IXI logo are trademarks of IXI Limited. All other trademarks are acknowledged. 
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